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Dear Students, Welcome to 8th Grade! You are required to read two books this summer. We 
recommend the books below, but if you want to read books off the list, that is fine too. If you 
prefer to listen to your books, spoken books are a great option! You can purchase an audiobook 
or borrow one from the public library using the Libby app.  

As you read your required books, you should take notes on the key characters and events and 
how each contributed to what happened. When we get back to school in September, we will be 
working with these notes to write our first essay, so make sure they are legible and thorough.  

There are many different types of books on this list, graphic novels, action, sports, realistic, 
romantic, historical fiction – a little something for everyone. Choose books that interest you so 
your reading will be enjoyable.  

We highly recommend you read more than just 2 books and hope you find many books you enjoy 
from this list! You will need acquire these books on your own. If you cannot get a physical copy 
of the books (through the library or for purchase) you choose, you can look for them in an 
electronic format from the Briarcliff Public Library or the New York Public Library. You can find 
instructions on how to access those here: https://bit.ly/PublicLibraryHowTo  

Have a wonderful summer and happy reading! 



Book Description

Little Women by Louisa 
May Alcott 

Genre: Fiction

Grown-up Meg, tomboyish Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. 
The four March sisters couldn't be more different. But with their 
father away at war, and their mother working to support the 
family, they have to rely on one another. Whether they're putting 
on a play, forming a secret society, or celebrating Christmas, 
there's one thing they can't help wondering: Will Father return 
home safely?

Ship Breaker by Paolo 
Bacigalupi 

Genre: Science Fiction

In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring 
from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a 
beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide 
if he should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl.  

Printz Award, 2011

This Light Between Us by 
Andrew Fukuda 

Genre: Fiction

In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki from Bainbridge Island, 
Washington is disgusted when he's forced to become pen pals 
with Charlie Levy of Paris, France--a girl. He thought she was a 
boy. In spite of Alex's reluctance, their letters continue to fly 
across the Atlantic--and along with them, the shared hopes and 
dreams of friendship. Until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
and the growing Nazi persecution of Jews force them to confront 
the darkest aspects of human nature.

Book Jumper by 
Mechthild Glaser 

Genre: Fantasy Fiction

A teen girl discovers she is a book jumper--she can leap directly 
into books, meet the characters, and experience the world of the 
book.

Football Genius by Tim 
Green 

Genre: Fiction

Troy has an unusual gift for predicting football plays before they 
occur. He attempts to use his ability to help his favorite team, the 
Atlanta Falcons, but he must first prove himself to the coach and 
players.

When Stars are Scattered 
by Victoria Jameison 

Genre: Graphic Novel 

Omar and his younger brother Hassan live in a refugee camp, 
and when an opportunity for Omar to get an education comes 
along, he must decide between going to school every day or 
caring for his nonverbal brother in this intimate and touching 
portrayal of family and daily life in a refugee camp. 
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Nation by Terry Pratchett 

Genre: Fantasy Fiction

A tsunami destroys everything leaving Mau, an island boy, 
Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, and a small group of 
refugees responsible for rebuilding their village and their lives.  

Printz Honor Book, 2009

Fever Crumb by Philip 
Reeve 

Genre: Science Fiction

Foundling Fever Crumb has been raised as an engineer although 
females in the future London, England, are not believed capable 
of rational thought, but at age fourteen she leaves her sheltered 
world and begins to learn startling truths about her past while 
facing danger in the present.  

Sequels: Web of Air, Scrivener’s Moon

All Quiet on the Western 
Front by Erich M. 
Remarque 

Genre: Fiction

In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-faced and 
idealistic, are goaded by their schoolmaster to troop off to the 
‘glorious war’. With the fire and patriotism of youth they sign 
up. What follows is the moving story of a young ‘unknown 
soldier’ experiencing the horror and disillusionment of life in the 
trenches.

Treasure Island by Robert 
Louis Stevenson 

Genre: Adventure Fiction

The tale is told by an adventurous boy, Jim Hawkins, who gets 
hold of a treasure map and sets off with an adult crew in search 
of the buried treasure. Among the crew, however, is the 
treacherous Long John Silver who is determined to keep the 
treasure for himself. Stevenson's first full-length work of fiction 
brought him immediate fame and continues to captivate readers 
of all ages.

Piecing me Together by 
Renee Watson 

Genre: Fiction

Tired of being singled out at her mostlywhite private school as 
someone who needs support, high school junior Jade would 
rather participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad program 
than join Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk 
girls.

Claudette Colvin: Twice  
toward Justice by Phillip 
M. Hoose 

Genre: Biography

The story of fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin, an African-
American girl who refused to give up her seat to a white woman 
on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, nine months 
before Rosa Parks, and covers her role in a crucial civil rights 
case.  

Newbery Honor Book 2010, National Book Award, 2009
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Lincoln’s Spymaster: 
Allan Pinkerton, 
America’s First Private  
Eye by Samantha Seiple 

Genre: Nonfiction

Pinkerton was just a poor immigrant barrelmaker in Illinois 
when he stumbled across his first case just miles from his home. 
His reputation grew and people began approaching Pinkerton 
with their cases, he assembled a team of undercover agents, and 
together they caught train robbers, counterfeiters, and other 
outlaws. Seeing firsthand the value of Pinkerton's service, 
President Lincoln, seeing how useful Pinkerton’s team was, 
funded Pinkerton's spy network, a precursor to the Secret 
Service.

Samurai Rising: The Epic 
Life of Minamoto 
Yoshitsune by Pamela 
Turner 

Genre: Biography

Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have been a samurai. But his 
story is legend in this real-life saga. When Yoshitsune was a 
baby, his father went to war with a rival samurai family--and 
lost. Yoshitsune was sent away to live in a monastery. Skinny, 
small, and unskilled in the warrior arts, he nevertheless escaped 
and learned the ways of the samurai. His daring feats and 
impossible bravery earned him immortality. 
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