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The Strategic Use of Evidence (SUE) technique is an interrogation technique that uses 

previously collected evidence to get more information about the crime or find out if the suspect 

is actually truthful or deceitful. Using the evidence, interrogators ask about the crime scene and 

listen to a suspect's response. Afterwards, they show the evidence to the suspect and the suspect's 

story is compared to the evidence to determine what actually happened. This is beneficial to 

finding out more about the story and whether the suspect is guilty or not. System Evidence 

Consistency is an interrogation principle that compares how close the story is to the actual 

evidence. If the evidence is consistent with the story, then the suspect is most likely truthful 

while if the story is inconsistent with the evidence, they are most likely being deceitful. 

Our experiment was designed to determine the effectiveness of the SUE technique. Mock 

interrogation videos were used with self-selected participants, who watched the videos and then 

judged whether the suspects are innocent or guilty. Some people were first given instructions on 

how to use System Evidence Consistency with the Strategic Use of Evidence technique while 

others were not specific interrogation instructions. The results showed a better accuracy rate in 

judging guilt or innocence in people who received the SUE instructions compared to people who 

did not. However, the accuracy rate of participants given SUE instructions was uniform with the 

known accuracy rate of 54% seen from other studies. This research could ultimately assist in 

improving the criminal justice system to make sure innocent people are not incarcerated and 

guilty people are punished with minimal mistakes. 
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