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Lateralization is the localization of activity or function on one side of the body in 

preference to another. The left side of the brain controls the right side of the body, and the right 

side of the brain controls the left side of the body.  The left side of the brain is associated with 

positive feelings such as love, calmness, and security. In contrast, the right side of the brain is 

associated with negative behaviors such as fear, anxiety, and aggression. Temperament tests are 

a way to test dogs’ characteristics as well as help predict what the behavior of the dogs will be 

later in life. 

The correlation between dogs’ lateralization and their temperament is a very new study. 

However, the correlation between left handed people and behavior has been studied. According 

to the Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, left handed people tend to get angrier and are 

more prone to having negative emotions than right handed people.  

The objective of this study is to review, evaluate, and analyze the connection between a 

dog’s behavior and its dominant paw. In this experiment, the animals’ temperament tests were 

received first. Then, a series of three tests were conducted. The first test is a paw-shake test 

where a dog uses its dominant paw to shake the researchers hand. The second test is a walk test 

where a dog starts at rest and proceeds to rise and walk, putting its dominant paw first. The last 

test is a kong test, where a dog chews on a rubber kong with its dominant paw on top.  
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