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This research serves to determine the differences between free ranging and non-free ranging lemur catta with respect
to frequency of olfactory cues as well as variance in the dominant individuals. At Duke Lemur Center, 12 Lemur
catta were observed, 6 that free ranged and 6 that were caged. An observational study of the frequency and location
of olfactory marks was conducted. From the data collected, it was clear that male L.catta in both enclosure types
marked more frequently than the females. There were significant differences in location of marks between the two
enclosure type; male non-free ranging marked the foreign object significantly more often while female free ranging
marked the foreign object significantly more frequently. There was not a clear significance between dominant
females and frequency of olfactions. The results of this study indicates that there are differences between individual
L.catta and enclosure type impacts social behavior. Future research should look at these variations to maximize
primates well-being in captivity.






