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This study focused on mindset in second grade students in three public school districts in suburban New York, and
how it correlated with state test scores, educational environment, and response to educational intervention (RTI)
status in high risk students. The researcher sought to determine whether students have fixed or growth mindsets,
whether the educational and home environment impacted their mindset, and whether mindset is correlated with
academic progress as measured by RTI status and test scores in math and English. Parents and teachers were
surveyed to determine their mindset, and students were interviewed as well to see what their mindset was. The
school reported the students’ RTI levels and their grades on AIMSweb English and math scores in the fall and spring.
Results showed no significant correlation in the students’ mindset with their improvement on standardized tests.
However, of students who did not respond to educational interventions, almost 82% had a fixed mindset. Therefore,
high risk students may benefit from incorporating growth mindset strategies into the educational process, saving the
school district money and time, in addition to improving the learning environment for their students. 




