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Objectives: Feline behavior studies the spectrum of feline motives, characteristics, and 

relationships between humans and other animals. In addition, there are several hypotheses that 

have spurred on the effect of felines on humans, and vice versa. However, by the hypothesis 

predicted by many researchers, the complex-minded animals may have a unique and independent 

relationship to their owners. In an observation-only study, research was conducted to test how 

indoor and indoor-outdoor felines differ in their relationships with their owners.  

Methods: Retrospectively, results were conducted on two separate data tables, indicating 

the feline’s ages, gender, whether they live in a single-cat or multi-cat environment, 

characteristics, and actions observed. In seven minute sessions, each cat was observed in a room 

with their owner to compare and observe interactions between indoor and indoor-outdoor felines.  

Results: Age did not affect the results, but gender role was significant in the outcome of 

the experiment. Additionally, p-values were measured using a chi-square test in accordance to 

the indoor felines who paid more attention to their owners and the indoor-outdoor felines who 

had more cognitive awareness to the outdoors.  

Conclusion: Furthermore, the results supported and confirmed the hypothesis that indoor 

felines are more responsive to their owners, but did not confirm that indoor-outdoor felines are 

more aggressive and have higher anxiety levels. Further studies should use larger data sets to 

analyze the different interaction levels. 

 

 

 

 

 


