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Proenvironmental behavior (PEB) is a mixture of self-interest and concern for other 

people for ecosystems. Theoretical models serve to explain PEBs. Researchers 

contend that environmental behaviors are motivated either by pro-social elements or 

self-interest. Pro-social researchers use the norm-activation model as a theoretical 

framework. This model claims that moral and personal norms are direct determinants of 

pro-social behavior. Self-interest researchers rely on rational choice models, such as 

Icek Ajzen’s Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB). The TPB assumes that people are 

motivated to avoid punishments and seek rewards. The search for studies applying the 

norm-activation model, Theory of Planned Behavior, or similar models to 

proenvironmental behavior was published in peer-reviewed journals. 

Preliminary literature searches included the application of studies published after 1995. 

Based on said criterion, a number of pre-1995 studies were excluded. The first search 

strategy identified relevant studies, and the second search strategy inspected the 

content tables of 36 post-1995 studies. Literature indicated that only one of the four 

correlation associations was available for implementation. Listwise deletion is not 

conducive for conducting a MASEM test. When a value is missing, the model excludes 

the entire record from analysis. For this reason, pairwise deletion, which is inclusive of 

available studies, was utilized in the project. Pairwise deletion analyzed the attribution 

processes of guilt, proenvironmental social norms, and attitudes. Potential research 

could provide further analysis on the four constructs.   
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