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Radios

 Journalists are hindered by:
o Low levels of education
o Minimal access to computers
o Lack of internet access

« Epidemics spread faster and endure longer
* NGOs and non-profits used media as a tool to

fight epidemic
o Issue: locals trusting foreign run radios
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ICTs

Mobile phone subscribers per 100 inhabitants 1997-2014

« |ICTs are the best practice of information
dissemination
« Competitive ICT industry to boost innovation, job - wor
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creation and export of African Companies (World
Bank, 2014)
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Radio Culture
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« Shortwave and FM broadcasting and mobile phone

technology are significant example of ICT expansion
(Ligaga, 2012)
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Ebola

Recent Epidemic - over 11,000 deaths & over
28,000 infected

Sierra Leone: 13,000 infected, about 4,000 deaths

Epidemic lead to mass hysteria, confusion in
media/population

Many countries limited journalistic rights (Accra,
2014)

Illegal for medical personal to speak to the media
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Journalism/Media

 Sierra Leone: government threatened to ban media criticism
MORE POPULAR THAN NEWSPAPERS
» Media has enabled vital communication during the crisis and
upheld democracy 22%

 Sierra Leonean journalists are going back to their role as
watchdog (Valentine, 2015) ?

 Positive correlation between building capacity among media
and increased awareness of the Ebola crisis and priority areas
(Bennett, et. al., 2015)
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Foreign Aid

» CDC primarily used social media to disseminate
news (Murphy, 2014)

» Forced government and foreign aid groups to
Improve strategies in order to fight a virus

 Policies not hindered by borders (Sun et.al., 2014)

Year 1976 'S|3d76 1994 1995 1996 2000 2001-02 2001-02 2003 2007 2007 2012 2014
an

Country DR Congo

Gabon DRCongo Gabon  Uganda Gabon Congo Congo DRCongo Ugamda DR Congo G;im:-:.'.lal !zf‘tnia
. o
Reported cases 318 284 52 315 60 425 65 59 143 264 149 57 1,201
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Research Questions

RQ1-In times of infectious disease epidemic, what is the effect of popular,
community based media in preventing the spread of disease?

RQ2-In Sierra Leone in particular, what can we learn about the relationship between
Information and Ebola cases?

RQ3-And how does this correlate with locals’ perceptions of journalists and other
media professionals?
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Hypotheses

HO-Community based radio has little to no effect on practices that expose
people to health risks.

H1- Credible community based radio will have a positive effect on the adoption
of life saving behaviors among communities at risk of infectious disease.




Methods

Datasets:

Articles from the press (public)

Two KAP questionnaires (private)
o Completed by media personal
o Locals in Sierra Leone

Purposive sampling

How would you describe your present living conditions? *

Financially independent
Expect to be financially independent in the near future
Dependent on others for day to day basic costs of living

Struggling to get from day to day

Which of these statements best describes the current situation in the country? *

Returning to normal after the Ebola crisis

Still in the midst of the Ebola crisis

Will never be back to normal after the Ebola crisis

Will be able to address health system needs better in the future as a result of

the Ebola crisis

Based on information you have, do you believe the Ebola virus is still a threat in

your community? *

Yes
Mo

| don't know




Methods

KAP- Knowledge Acquisition Process
« Types of ICTs that are effective
 Various demographics

 Distributed among locals in Sierra Leone
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District Population ;‘;ﬁ:‘gz i gfz':"'e :?ng";';"
Western Rural 263,619 6% 92 7%
Western Urban 1,040,888 25% 339 24%
Bo 403,182 10% 151 1%
Moyamba 278,119 7% 127 9%
Kambia 341,690 8% 120 8%
Port Loko 557,978 14% 196 14%
Koinadugu 335,471 8% 119 8%
Kenema 440,883 1" 139 10%
Kailahun 465,048 1% 130 9%
Total 4,126,878 100% 1413 100%
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Results

Table 6: Misconceptions of EVD treatment and prevention
Table 2: Awareness of Ebola Virus Disease Percentage of respondents who have misconceptions on the EVD treatment, Sierra Leone, 2014
Percentage of respondents who have heard of EVD and know the disease exists in Sierra Leone, 2014 Believe that Believe that Believe that
traditional spiritual bathing with
Have heard of | Beliewe EVD exist Havelhi::::m Know the number to call to report healers can healers can salt and hot
e near FelEve EHISLS | peopleth: asuspected Ebola case or ask Total Number treat Ebola treat Ebola water can Number of
EVD in Sierra Leone E;""‘T survived questions about Ebola successfully successfully prevent Ebola respondents
oe District
District
Kambia 12.7 19.5 49.6 18
Kambia 100 go.8 Go.8 36.7 120
- Koinadugu 5.9 9.2 2.7 19
Koinadugu 100 g8.3 cB.a 41.2 19
Port Loko 3.6 8.7 44.5 196
Port Loko 60 87.4 74.5 55.6 a6
Bo 2.7 1n3 37.7 150
Bo 100 g49.3 Bg.3 64.2 151
Moyamba 8.7 25.2 55.8 127
Maoyamba 100 §7.6 63 29.9 127
Kailahun 3.1 7.2 50.8 125
Kailahun 100 §4.2 g8.5 cB.5 130
Kenema 2.9 1m.5 39.4 139
Kenema 100 8.6 g6.4 g1.1 139
Western Urban 71 32.4 39.8 109
‘Western Urban 100 §5.9 7.6 G2.5 339
Western Rural 4.3 45.1 28.6 41
‘Western Rural 100 §4.6 708 Lr.6 g2
Sex of respondent
Age
Female 5.4 20 43.8 741
15-24 106 g6.3 70 54.3 510
Male 18.7 39.2 653
26+ 100 g7.3 Bo 516 BB1
e
Education Ag
15-24 4.7 16.4 43.8 507
Naone 100 4.4 67.8 3.9 360
- 25+ 6.4 215 40.2 874
Primary 100 g8.4 7.3 g1 188
Education
Secondary + 100 §7.6 B1.1 62.4 B4
None 7 211 44.6 4
Taotal 100 96.9 76.4 53 1388 - 2 2
Primary 5.3 16 53-3 184
. . Secondary + 4.9 19.5 37.6 819
« Awareness vs. Misconceptions about EVD
Total 5.6 19.4 415 1348
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Results

Table 10: Preference of means of receiving information about EVD
Table 9: Current means of receiving information about EVD Percentage of respondents who prefer to get information about Ebola from the following means Sierra Leone, 2014
- . Church/ Newspaper/
Percentage of respondents who report to have learned about Ebola from the following means in Sierra Leone, 2014 mosque/ fiyers Mobile
House visits by | other Brochures/ phone/
Megaphone/public | health religious | Community | other print Text Number of
Radio | Television | announcements professionals venues meetings media messages | respondents
Church{ Newspaper] District
masgue/ fhyers! Mobile Kambi
Megaphone/ other Erochures/ phone/ ambia 783 3-3 18.5 .7 13-3 5 1.7 3-3 120
public religious | Community | other print Text Number of Koinadugu 89.9 10.9 13.4 19.3 4.3 ns 8.4 23.5 1g
_ Radio Television | announcements | venues meetings media messages | respondents Port Loko 87.8 2.7 6.1 20.4 22.4 10.2 19.9 14.3 196
Dishrict Bo 94.7 35.1 18.5 325 3.8 10.6 6.6 23.8 151
K.am bia 86.7 21 1g.2 292 5 15 0.8 120 Moyamba 827 39 157 2 24 s 55 6 27
Koinadugu a5 101 18.8 1.1 13.4 g.2 o 1ng Kailahun 6.9 12.3 234 63.1 29.2 16.2 ns 7.7 130
Fort Loko 93.4 8.2 10.7 29.1 23.5 0.7 2 1596 Kenema 79.9 8.6 18 54 29.5 5.8 4.3 12.9 139
Bo 954 39.7 26.5 311 14.6 4 o 151 Western Urban 81.4 48.7 8.6 13 9.1 9.4 7.4 2.7 339
Maoyamba 77.2 6.3 181 386 10.2 31 0 127 Western Rural 739 10.9 12 32.6 15.2 5.4 15.2 4.3 92
Kailahun 5B.5 10 40 74.6 131 15.4 o 130 Sex of respondent
Kenema 79.1 101 432 64.7 ) 8.6 o 139 Female 86 21.6 13.2 28 18.8 9.6 B 10 749
Western Urban B5.5 43.7 15.6 357 i6 5.5 8.3 334 Male 84.4 20 .9 26.7 16.9 9.6 10.4 9.6 655
Western Rural 76.1 16.3 13 47.8 6.5 16.3 1.1 ga Age
Sex of respondent 15-24 84.3 n 10.6 25.5 15.7 75 n 10.4 510
2
Female B7 0.6 13.8 421 03 6.3 0.4 749 5+ 85.4 20.8 13.4 285 19.1 10.9 7.9 9.1 881
Education
Male By 20.6 20 38.5 15.6 8.9 0.5 655
Age None 84.4 12.8 15.6 29.2 22.8 9.7 4.2 ny 360
Primary 82.4 16.5 16.5 33.5 18.1 13.3 3.2 6.4 188
15-24 Bba 2 2.6 42.9 10.2 7.8 0.4 Al
Secondary + 86.5 25.4 10.6 25.6 16 8.8 1.7 10.1 840
15+ E8.B 20.3 22 39 13.4 7.8 0.6 B8i
Education =
Total 85.4 20.9 1.7 27.6 m 9.7 9.2 10 1388
Nane B4.7 125 23.6 40 5.5 22 a.B 360 —
Primary B6.2 149.7 4.3 51.1 101 4.8 ] 138
Secondary + 8g.5 4.5 19.8 38.7 15.8 1.2 0.5 B40
* Means vs. Preference of receiving information
Total 87.8 20.7 22 40.7 124 8 1388
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Table 11: Trustad sources of Information shout EVD Table 12: Need for additional information about EVD
Percentage of respondents who identify various means to be trusted in getting information about Ebola in Sierra Leone, Percentage of respondents who want to get more information about Ebola from the following areas Sierra Leone,
2014 2014
Religious Respondents
leaders whoneed | Cause/ Signs and Medical
Health/ Relatives | (e.g. more originof | symptoms Ways to care and
Government/ | The medical and Pastor, Traditional | Number of informationon | the of the prevent the treatment Number of
MoHS Media professionals | Friends Imam) leaders respondents Ebola disease disease disease options respondents
District District
Kambia 225 26.7 60.8 6.7 5 ) 120 Kambia 94.9 28.6 " 60.8 29.2 20
Kolnacugu 63 37 70.6 2.5 4.2 o 19 Koinadugu 98.3 235 10.9 54.6 48.7 19
Port Loko 65.8 41.8 40.3 2.6 0.5 o 196 Port Loko 91.8 23.5 23 38.3 17.9 196
Bo 50.3 43.7 78.8 10.6 24.5 o 151 Bo 96.6 29.8 45 82.8 57 151
Moysmbe 36.2 ) 67.7 39 o o 127 Moyamba 92.1 37 it 472 9.4 127
Kelohum 60.8 177 86.2 8.5 8.5 0.8 130 Kailahun 87.7 10 14.6 69.2 29.2 130
—— 61.9 4 66.9 28.1 20.9 14 139 Kenema 90.9 237 26.6 39.6 56.8 139
. . . . K o

Western Urban 354 442 42.8 6.5 4.7 339 Wrel;stem s 204 g 46.6 sea -
Western Rural 44.6 26.1 56.5 2.2 9.8 11 92 Urban

Western Rural 96.7 315 26. 40.2 20.7 92
Sex of resy t Sex of respondent
Female 48.5 38.1 58.5 9.1 8.3 0.3 749 Female 93.5 25.1 18.6 52.6 36.8 749
Male 47.8 32.2 61.2 6.6 7.9 0.3 655 Male 93.4 23.4 215 52.1 30.7 655
Age Age
15-24 48.2 35.7 55.9 8.4 6.3 0.2 510 15-24 93.7 23.8 17.6 48.4 33.9 510
25+ 47.8 35 62.2 77 9.2 0.3 881 25+ 93.6 24.4 20.9 54.8 33.8 881
Education Education
None 47.2 36.9 60.6 9.7 10.8 0.3 360 None 90.7 28.6 20.6 53.3 34.4 360
Primary 45.7 40.4 59 10.6 8.5 o 188 Primary 93 35.8 23.3 46.3 38.3 188
Secondary + 49.4 33.9 59.8 6.5 6.9 0.4 840 Secondary + 94.7 20 19.2 53.3 32.9 840
Total l 35.6 | 7.9 8.1 0.3 1388 Total | 24.4 20 52.4 34 1388

I I I




Results

Table 15: Attitude towards people having or suspected of having EVD

Percentage of respondents expressing attitudes towards those with or suspected of having Ebola, Sierra Leone, 2014 if:

Would not
buy from a
shopkeeper Respondents
who had Would who report
contacted keep the Believes a pupil some
Ebola but information | puts other pupils discriminatory
has secretifa in their class at Would not welcome attitude
recovered family risk of Ebola after someone back into their towards
and member hefshe has community/neighbourhood people with
declared contracts recovered and after a neighbor has suspected or Number of
well Ebola declared well recovered from Ebola having Ebola respondents
District
Kambia 51.7 14.2 28.3 70 95.8 120
Koinadugu 45.2 15.1 47.9 49.6 92.6 19
Port Loko 745 5.6 349 776 95.9 196
Bo 84.1 16.6 57 88.a 84.1 151
Moyamba 57.5 121 32.8 66.9 99.2 22
Kailahun 8o 4.6 5.6 B5.4 99.2 130
Kenema ” 5 15.8 B2.7 993 139
Western Urban 64 9.1 30.3 79.9 96.4 337
Western Rural 48.9 33 40.7 61.5 100 92
Sex of respondent
Female 62.3 9.5 31.3 711 96.4 745
Male 70.5 9.5 33.6 8o.s 94.8 652
Age
15-24 62.4 331 721 955 507
25+ 68 9-7 3.6 773 95.8 877
Education
None 58.9 1 3.8 66.9 96.9 360
Primary 64.9 10.4 316 7.3 94.1 188
Secondary + 70.2 8.6 326 Bo.8 95.5 839
Total 66.6 9.4 323 75.9 95.7 1381

Significant level of Stigma and Discrimination
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Discussion

Lack of prevention information
o knowing number of local EVD treatment center
o Bathing in salt water

Information disparity based on radio stations
Lack of mobile phone use

High stigma and discrimination concerning social re-integration

100%

70% -

50% -

30%
20%

10%

100% 97%

76%

Aware of Believeit Heardofa
Ebola exists in SL survivor
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Future Research
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Major Findings

Radio NN 85%
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