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•Fact based media is hindered by: 

 O Low levels of education  

 O Minimal access to computers 

 O Lack of internet access 

•Epidemics spread faster and endure longer 

•NGOs & non-profits used media as a tool to fight the epidemic   

 O Issue: locals trusting foreign run radios (Nassanga, 2014) 

Hirondelle  

• Expands information to groups faced with humanitarian crises  

•Provides objective and reliable news 

•Populations make decisions based on reliable data 

Radio Culture 
• Competitive ICT industry to boost innovation, job creation and 

export of African Companies (World Bank, 2014) 

• Shortwave and FM broadcasting and mobile phone technology 

—> ICT expansion 

• Targeting elite populations —> large audiences 

Introduction  Review of Literature 

Ebola  
• Recent Epidemic —> over 11,000 deaths & over 28,000 infected 

• Sierra Leone: 4,000 deaths & 13,000 infected  

• Epidemic lead to mass hysteria, confusion in media/population 

                (Accra, 2014) 

 

 

Foreign Aid 
•CDC primarily used social media to disseminate news 

 

•Forced government and foreign aid groups to improve strategies 

in order to fight the virus 

•Ebola was not hindered by borders (Sun et. al., 2014) 

Research Questions  
RQ1-In times of infectious disease what is the effect of popular, community based media in preventing the spread of disease? 
 
RQ2-In Sierra Leone, in particular, what can we learn about the relationship between information and Ebola cases? 
 
RQ3-And how does this correlate with locals’ perceptions of journalists and other media professionals? 

Hypothesis  
H0-Community based radio has little to no effect on practices that expose people to health risks. 
 
H1- Credible community based radio will have a positive effect on the adoption of life saving behaviors among communities at risk of  
infectious disease. 

Journalism/Media  
•Sierra Leone: government threatened to ban media criticism 

•Sierra Leonean journalists are going back to their role as  

watchdog (Valentine, 2015) 

•Positive correlation between building capacity among media 

and increased awareness of the Ebola crisis and priority areas 

(Bennett, et. al., 2015) 

(Murphy, 2014) 



 

Future Research 

• Lack of prevention information  

O Knowing number of local EVD treatment center 
O Bathing in salt water 
 

• Information disparity based on radio stations 
 
• Lack of mobile phone use 
 
• High stigma and discrimination concerning social re-

Discussion  Results  

• Radio use in times of crisis by media personnel 

• Limitations: lack of responses 

 O The data would not be analyzed accurately  

• Lack of: 

 O Time 

 O Incentive 

 O Access 

• Look at Ebola crisis from perspective of reporter/media 
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Methods  

KAP- Knowledge Acquisition Process 
 
•Types of ICTs that are 

effective 

 

•Various Demographics 

 

•Distributed among  

locals in Sierra Leone  
 

• Articles from the press (public) 

• Two KAP questionnaires (private) 

 O media personnel 

 O Locals in Sierra Leone 

• Purposive Sampling 

(Bennett, 2015) 


