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eFact based media is hindered by:
O Low levels of education
O Minimal access to computers
O Lack of internet access
eEpidemics spread faster and endure longer
*NGOs & non-profits used media as a tool to fight the epidemic

O Issue: locals trusting foreign run radios (Nassanga, 2014)

Journalism/Media

eSierra Leone: government threatened to ban media criticism
eSierra Leonean journalists are going back to their role as
watchdog (Valentine, 2015)

ePositive correlation between building capacity among media
and increased awareness of the Ebola crisis and priority areas
(Bennett, et. al., 2015)

The Effect of Radio Use 1n Sierra Leone: A Case
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Research Questions

RQ1-In times of infectious disease what is the effect of popular, community based media in preventing the spread of disease?
RQ2-In Sierra Leone, in particular, what can we learn about the relationship between information and Ebola cases?

RQ3-And how does this correlate with locals’ perceptions of journalists and other media professionals?

Hypothesis

HO-Community based radio has little to no effect on practices that expose people to health risks.

H1- Credible community based radio will have a positive effect on the adoption of life saving behaviors among communities at risk of
infectious disease.

Review of Literature

Hirondelle

e Expands information to groups faced with humanitarian crises
eProvides objective and reliable news

ePopulations make decisions based on reliable data

Foreign Aid
eCDC primarily used social media to disseminate news

(Murphy, 2014)

eForced government and foreign aid groups to improve strategies
in order to fight the virus

eEbola was not hindered by borders (Sun et. al., 2014)

Ebola

e Recent Epidemic —> over 11,000 deaths & over 28,000 infected
e Sierra Leone: 4,000 deaths & 13,000 infected

e Epidemic lead to mass hysteria, confusion in media/population
(Accra, 2014)

Radio Culture

e Competitive ICT industry to boost innovation, job creation and

export of African Companies (World Bank, 2014)

e Shortwave and FM broadcasting and mobile phone technology

—> |CT expansion

e Targeting elite populations —> large audiences



KAP- Knowledge Acquisition Process

eTypes of ICTs that are

effective

District

Population

Proportion of
Population

Proportion
of Sample

Western Rural

263,619

6%

7%

Western Urban

1,040,888

25%

24%

Table 6: Misconceptions of EVD treatment and prevention

Percentage of respondents who have misconceptions on the EVD treatment, Sierra Leone, 2014

Table 11: Trusted sources of information about EVD

Percentage of respondents who identify various means to be trusted in getting information about Ebola in Sierra Leone,

2014

Believe that
traditional

healers can
treat Ebola
successfully

Believe that
spiritual
healers can
treat Ebola
successfully

Believe that
bathing with
salt and hot
water can
prevent Ebola

Number of
respondents

Government/
MoHS

Health [
medical
professionals

Religious
leaders
(e.g.
Pastor,
Imam)

Traditional
leaders

District

Lack of prevention information

O Knowing number of local EVD treatment center
O Bathing in salt water

Information disparity based on radio stations

District

Kambia

60.8
70.6
40.3

Bo 78.8
Moyamba 67.7

Kailahun 86.3
Kenema 66.9

Bo 403,182 1%
278,119 7% 9%
341,690 8%
557,978 14%
335,471 8%
440,883
465,048

Lack of mobile phone use

Kambia 12.7 49.6 n8
27.7 19
44.5 196
37.7 150
55.8 127
50.8 125

39.-4 139

19.5
Komadugu 5.9 9.2
Port Loko 3.6 8.7
Bo 2.7 1.3

Komadugu

Port Loko

Moyamba

e\arious Demographics

Kambia
Port Loko

High stigma and discrimination concerning social re-

Moyamba 8.7

Koinadugu 25.2

Kenema Kailahun 3.1 7-2
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Table 2: Awareness of Ebola Virus Disease Table 15: Attitude towards people having or suspected of having EVD

Future Research

Percentage of respondents expressing attitudes towards those with or suspected of having Ebola, Sierra Leone, 2014 if:
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