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The Impact of Technology Use on Adolescent Materialism

Owning and using technological devices is a pervasive lifestyle aspect of this generation of adolescents. The population
is still immature and vulnerable as well as highly exposed to advertisements with the use of technology. Is technology
use putting young people at risk of diminished well-being though its materialistic messages? Current studies examine
adolescent materialism and different aspects of life such as social experiences, religious obligations and intellectual
involvements. This research expands on previous studies by delving deeper into the specifics of certain technologies and
how they relate to materialism in the high school population through a combination survey. The study inquires about
technological devices and what one does while using such devices. This work sheds light on how technology by
adolescents use relates to their materialism tendencies. Results indicated that adolescents who spent more time using
electronics were more materialistic than their counterparts, the smart phone is the largest contributor to adolescent
materialism, and male gamers and female internet communicators are the most materialistic adolescents. Findings
display the activity an adolescent is performing is directly correlated to their level of materialism and materialism differs
in emphasis between genders but neither is more materialistic overall.
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