Diana Wexler

Factors Influencing How Parents Report Symptoms on the ADI-R

Background: The Autism Diagnostic Interview - Revised (ADI-R) is one of the most common caregiver reports for
diagnosing autism. The aim of this research is to determine whether the order that caregivers report behaviors on the
ADI-R impacts the severity of the symptoms described.

Methods: In this study the order of questions on the ADI-R were altered and three different groups of caregiver were
randomly administered one of three versions of the ADI-R. Analyses compared current and prior behavior totals
between the two groups that received altered ADI-R setups and additional analyses included the caregivers who
completed the Typical ADI-R.

Results: Caregivers who reported current behavior questions first described more severe current and prior history of
behaviors in their child compared to caregivers who first described prior history of behaviors. There were no differences
in current behaviors among all three groups; however, caregivers that were first asked prior history questions received
lower prior behavior totals than the caregivers who reported current behaviors first and those who received the typical
ADI-R.

Conclusions: This research suggests that caregivers rely on reporting of current behaviors in their child to provide the

framework and serve as an anchor for caregiver report. Therefore both prior behavior and current symptoms are
necessary for ADI-R diagnosis and a best estimate of diagnosis by a clinician.
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