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Polarization is evident in American government. Its impact is much more significant than is 
perceived by the American public. Polarization impacts legislation on a day to day basis and 
therefore impacts the American people on a day to day basis. The goal of this study was to 
determine if American voters are considering polarization when they're voting and to see if 
they blame Congress or the President for this state of gridlock. This study cross analyzed public 
opinion polls and election results with NOMINATE scores of polarization to determine if any 
connection existed. As hypothesized this study discovered that there is no connection. It 
became evident that polarization is an issue that takes a backseat to more “hot-button” issues 
like the economy and war. However, many Americans need to consider that polarization in 
government may be preventing the economy from growing and preventing the evolution of 
America. This led to the conclusion that the American people are wrongfully ignoring a major 
issue in government. 


