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What is Political Ambition? 

 Political ambition is an 
individual’s want or desire 
to seek public office

 Individuals seeking higher 
political positions in public 
office typically have more 
ambition than those 
seeking lower positions 
(Caroll,2009) 

http://www.smoige.com/discussion/315/
the-only-good-politician-is-a-.../p1



Gender Roles

 Female representative’s fewer than male representatives 
are married and have children

 Potential Causes: 

Men fear women with immense political power

Men are not as involved in day-to-day child rearing

 Women who seek office are typically older or younger 
because they do not having pressing family responsibilities 

(Sabonmatsu 2009) 



Geography/Party Relevancy
 Geography can be correlated 

with political party affiliation

 The number of women in the 
Republican legislature lags 
behind that of the Democratic 
legislature

 Although my research focuses on 
the New York State Assembly, 
whose elections are held in these 
particular districts, one can 
predict locations where 
individuals from a particular 
party will have more ambition to 
seek office

http://www.nygop.org/section/interactive-



Encouragement/Funding 

 Although both genders needed 
encouragement before seeking 
office, men less often than women.

 Comparative costs of campaigning 
for state legislatures have increased 
between 1981 and 2008, therefore 
money has become an important 
consideration for both genders.  

(Walsh 2009)

http://tricksmommy.com/category/make
-money-online/



Purpose 

 The researcher’s study was to better understand whether 
the United States economy during the years of 2008-2010 
had an effect on the net-worth of New York State assembly 
members and their ambition to run for office.

 The research also worked to identify other factors that 
affected an individual’s political ambition including: age, 
political party, political support, and political experience.



Hypotheses
 H1- The economy during 2008-2010 negatively impacted the 

net-income of New York State assembly members before seeking 
office.  

 H0- The economy during 2008-2010 had no impact on the net-
income of New York State assembly members before seeking 
office.

 H2- The net-income of New York State assembly members before 
seeking office moderately affected the legislator’s political 
ambition to run for office. 

 H02- The net-income of a New York State legislator before 
seeking office had no effect on their ambition to run for office. 



Methods 

 Conducted the survey questionnaire over the phone or 
through a email correspondence with NYS assembly 
members

 Transferred the State Legislator survey from a Microsoft 
word document onto a survey website  (kwiksurveys.com)

 Data was then transferred to Minitab in order to 
understand material more clearly. 



Results

 Obtained a (P-Value= .073) helping to show a moderately 
significant correspondence between an officeholder’s political 
party and years spent in office before 2010

Democrat  Republican  Total

1             5           4               9

5.40        3.60

0.030       0.044

2               6         0                6

3.60        2.40

1.600       2.400

3         2           5                   7

4.20        2.80

1.152       1.729

4         5           3                     8

4.80        3.20

0.008       0.013

Total       18          12                  30

Chi-Sq = 6.976, DF = 3, P-Value = 0.073

7 cells with expected counts less than 5.



Results Continued

 Obtained a (P-Value=. 075), which helped to show moderately 
significant correspondence between an elected officials gender 
and their decision to work in an elected officials before running 
for office for the first time

Males  Females  Total

1    10       0     10
8.28     1.72

0.359    1.724

2        14        5     19
15.72     3.28 
0.189    0.907

Total     24        5   29

Chi-Sq = 3.180, DF = 1, P-Value = 0.075
2 cells with expected counts less than 5.



Results Continued

 Obtained a (P-Value-.000) showing a direct correlation between a 
legislature’s political affiliation to the voter’s political affiliation 
within the district

Republicans  Democrats  Total
1            7          0     7

2.80       4.20
6.300      4.200

2              3         16     19
7.60      11.40

2.784      1.856

3              2          2     4
1.60       2.40

0.100      0.067
Total           12         18     30

Chi-Sq = 15.307, DF = 2, P-Value = 0.000
4 cells with expected counts less than 5.



Conclusion 
 No significant findings in study of economic effects on 

political ambition 

 A candidate’s party affiliation could be affected by the 
voter’s party affiliation within the particular region 

 A candidate’s time in office could also be affected by their 
particular party affiliation 

 A candidate’s gender could affect his/her decision to seek 
experience in a public office before running for legislature 



Future Research

 Obtain a larger pool of candidates in order to ensure 
significance within the research question 

 Research other factors that have had an affect on a 
candidate’s political ambition 



Bibliography 

 Fox, Richard L., and Jennifer L. Lawless. 2004. “Entering the 
to Run for Office.” American Journal of Political Science 48: 
264-80.Arena? Gender and the Decision  

 Sabonmatsu, Kira. May 1, 2010 
.http://hir.harvard.edu/women-in-power/lifes-a-party 
(accessed February, 2, 2011).

 Sabonmatsu, Carroll, Walsh, "Poised to Run Women's Pathway 
to State Legislature." Center of Women and Politics 
(2009): 1-31.


