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Patient Delay in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Breast Cancer 
Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths in women. However, many women still 
choose to avoid receiving a formal diagnosis after noticing symptoms or a self-exam. This delay 
in diagnosis thus causes a delay in treatment, which for best results, should be immediate. This 
has been shown to drastically negatively impact the patients. Many studies have looked into 
the different types and reasons for the self-caused delay. Some include: age, marital status, 
income, education, and a lack of knowledge of symptoms. 
 
This research looked into three different demographic factors: ethnicity, income level and 
education received, and its relationship to causing a patient delay in breast cancer patients. A 
study was done at the Ashikari Breast Center at the Dobbs Ferry Community Hospital with the 
help of the renowned surgeon and researcher, Dr. Pond Kelemen. A survey was given out, and 
completed by 28 patients. Certain questions were asked in order to conclude the relationship. 
Only one of the hypotheses was proven, showing that total education received did have a 
negative correlation with patient delay wait time, meaning that as education decreased, a wait 
time increased. 
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