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Cervical Cancer Prevention: Prophylactic Vaccines

Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer to affect women worldwide and the leading
cause of cancer deaths among women in developing countries. More than 95% of cervical
cancers are associated with initial infection of human papillomavirus. HPV 16 and 18 are the
most common cancer causing types worldwide that account for 70-75% of cervical cancer. HPV
16 causes about 60% of all cervical cancers, and is on the known carcinogen list. The majority of
cervical cancers occur in resource-poor areas where prevention through screening does not
exist. This cancer affects women in the prime of their reproductive lives, between ages 30 and
55 years old. In poor regions, this often results in the community losing a member in their labor
efforts and having to care for cervical cancer patient’s orphaned children.

The main objective of this study was to analyze the population of woman receiving the vaccine,
and determine whether or not the correct population was receiving the vaccine. In addition,
this study looked at which risk factors were prohibiting the administration of the vaccine.

The major finding in this research is the relationship between sexual partners and the
administration of the Gardasil vaccination. In a previous study, Jennifer S. Smith hypothesized
that women who have a lot of sexual partners are less likely to receive the vaccine and pap
smears due to fear of finding out that they have HPV. This research proved this hypothesis
invalid.This researched showed that the incorrect population is receiving the vaccine. The
target age must be lowered in order to vaccinate children prior to being sexually active.
Exposure to HPV will make the vaccine useless to those who receive it. Sexually active women
have a 75% chance of being exposed to HPV in their lifetime, so they must be vaccinated early
on.
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