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A Study into an Implicit SNARC Effect in Non-Synesthetes 
Spatial- form synesthesia is a neurological condition in which a person projects ordinal 
sequences into space in front of them. The SNARC (spatial-numerical association of response 
codes) effect has been observed multiple times in spatial-form synesthetes. However, little 
research has been done to see if this effect is also exhibited by non-synesthetes. This 
experiment sought to identify a month-SNARC effect in non-synesthete subjects. Six subjects 
were presented with each of the twelve months on a computer screen and asked to respond to 
each month (identify which half of the year it fell in) as quickly as possible using different hands. 
Analysis of their response times shows that two of the subjects demonstrated a significant 
month-SNARC effect. This finding suggests that the brains of synesthetes and non-synesthetes 
may actually not be so different from one another and that non-synesthetes might use some of 
the same neural mechanisms below the conscious level. 
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