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Data concerning behaviors and interactions between dominant males and other group
members is critical in the aid of forming and maintaining stable social primate groups in
captivity. New information on social interaction is of scientific interest to maintain the welfare
and reproductive success of captive animals. My research is a comparative study on the
differences between dominant male gorillas, and dominant male chimpanzees. All data was
collected over a two week period at the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago . Observations were
collected via scan sampling and the use of an ethogram.

Of the several social behaviors measured, the most significant differences occurred in amount
of time the focal animal spent in inactivity, and social grooming. Data suggests that Kwan, the
silverback gorilla, displayed more behaviors associated with inactivity. He spent the majority of
his time watching over his troop. Troop members did not have the authority to socialize with
Kwan and thus, there was a distinct dominance associated with him. The same was not
supported for Hank. Hank displayed less behavior associated with inactivity than Kwan did; he
displayed more behaviors associated with social interaction. Additionally the study found that
there was a significantly higher level of social grooming displays by Hank. This supported the
second hypothesis that chimpanzees live in a more egalitarian society than gorillas do.
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