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Socioeconomic Factors and Asthma Prevalence in Children

Studies show that children living in predominantly low-SDC communities have significantly high risk of
current asthma, independent of their own ethnicity and household income level. Research of this nature has
been conducted on children living in New York City. The purpose of this study is to determine if there is a
correlation between ethnicity and household income level in suburban children. A survey was conducted in a
suburban high school in Westchester County, New York. The survey consisted of 41 questions all pertaining
to the participants personal health, family income and their personal habits at home. The survey was
completely anonymous but certain factors such as age, sex, grade and ethnicity were used. Chi square tests
were used to analyze the data and the results showed that children between the ages of 16-17 who were
classified themselves as being Puerto Rican or Other Hispanic, Latino, or Latin American did in fact have a
higher prevalence of asthma despite their income. This shows that asthma could mainly just be a hereditary
disease, as studies have shown are passed though the maternal side. These results could, in the future, be
used to help to answer the question, what really causes asthma?
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