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The concept of genetically modified foods brings up numerous issues such as morals, religion, economics 
and politics. The topic of genetically modified foods raises many questions such as is it morality, what are its 
benefits and if it will be accepted by the general population; and if so, by who, where, when and why. 
Today, India has the second largest population in the world with over 30% of its people living far bellow the 
poverty line. India is the second largest rice producer and consumer in the world, after China, so GM 
products such as re-engineered rice may play a great role in the nation. Finally, India is home to a wide 
variety of religions, cultures, castes and mindsets.

In the United States, the use genetically modified foods is widespread however research on public 
perceptions lack detail. By analyzing perceptions GM foods in India and the U.S, it can be determined 
whether GM foods are trusted by the different populations, whether their is a willingness in the populations 
to purchase them or if people are indifferent to its presence.

The research involves learning more on how the implementation of genetically modified foods will be 
perceived in two different regions in the world, India and the United States. The research will cover the 
factors, if any, which result in the differences of the perception of GM foods among the different cultures. 
The research is concerned with determining how culture, religion, race, nationally and socioeconomic status 
might play a role in perceptions on genetically modified foods in India and the U.S, by means of a complex 
cross cultural survey. 


