
 

K-12 PERFORMING ARTS FAQ’S, in light of 
COVID-19 closures and cancellations. 

1. Question: Will the band/chorus/orchestra members perform for NYSSMA Solo Festival? 
o At this time, all NYSSMA events are suspended. This includes MAJORS. 

2. Question: Should I keep practicing for NYSSMA Solo? 
o YES! We don’t know when NYSSMA events will resume or be rescheduled. 

3. Question: Will we receive a refund for NYSSMA Festival that I have paid for? 
o Based on NYSSMA, and if they reschedule, Maybe. We will keep you posted. 

4. Question: Is the Dance Concert still going to take place, even if we haven’t been in class? 
o We don’t know. At this time, we will assume that it may be re-scheduled. 

5. Question: Is the Staged Readings performance still going to take place? 
o We don’t know. At this time, we will assume that it may be re-scheduled. 

6. Question: Should I keep practicing for PIANO NYSSMA? 
o YES! We don’t know when/if NYSSMA events will resume. 

7. Question: Is the MS Musical still going to take place, even if we haven’t been in school? 
o We don’t know. At this time, we will assume that it may be re-scheduled. 

8. Question: Is the Todd Pushkin Players still going to take place, even if we haven’t been in 
school? 

o We don’t know. At this time, we will assume that it may be re-scheduled. 
9. Question: Will I be able to get in/remain in Tri-M without a NYSSMA solo? 

o YES! In light of the usual circumstance, but only if the up-county festival is completely 
canceled for spring 2020. 

10. Question: Are we performing for our HS spring concert in April? Todd and MS concerts in 
June? 

o At this time, we don’t know if the Briarcliff calendars will proceed as planned or 
change dates for this school year’s spring performances. 

11. Question: Why are we still learning and reviewing our spring concert repertoire? 
o Because we don’t know if and when we will be back in school or when concerts will be 

held. Therefore, we artists must continue to prepare our Art. 
12. Question: When will I be able to get my instrument from school? 

o At this time, our school buildings are being cleaned by a professional, industrial 
cleaning company and the campuses are closed to students for at least the next two 
weeks. 

13. Question: How will the Performing Arts students be graded if we are not performing in the 
class? 

o All Performing Arts students will have specific Performing Arts related work (band, 
orchestra, chorus, and dance) distributed online. Students are responsible for all tasks 
and all tasks will be graded. Thus, our in-class, performance-based ARTS curricula is 
modified and slightly shifted, in light of this global event. 

14. Question: Will we still receive our College Credits for our classes? 
o Yes, we believe. We have received no specific guidance from our college programs, at 

this time. Yet, we will assume that they, like many colleges, have simply moved work 



 

off campus to on-line work. When/if we receive more information from any of the 
college programs, we will inform you. 

15. Question: Will we still go on the ARTS trip to see Hamilton? 
o We don’t know. Two things would need to occur: 1) Broadway re-opens; 2) Briarcliff 

re-opens. At that time, the district will make a determination for that April 22nd event. 
Yes, we already have the purchased tickets and they are in our school vault. (yes, we 
have a vault) So, more about this - TBD. 

 


