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Student-Based Learning

Tonight’s discussion is rooted in thoughtful 

consideration of the planning and design of the 

physical environment to support and enhance…

…translated through the lens of the educational 

vision specific to the Briarcliff Manor Community.
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Before we start tonight’s presentation, just a few notes….

You’re doing a great job already;

the Reputation of the Briarcliff Manor UFSD is well established.

Your Faculty, Administration & Board of Education work together.

The use of Technology is integral to your Educational Program Delivery.

Professional Development is ongoing; your efforts are Student-Based.

You have begun to holistically address practical building facility needs 

with long term planning in mind through the BCS & Facility Studies and 

previously completed capital construction projects.

Your facilities have the potential to continue to be physically adapted to 

become more attuned to your culture of learning, both locally and 

globally, with a forward lean into a pluralistic future.
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BCS Report

Evaluating

Building

Systems

Spatial Design  

Supporting

Educational

Vision

Long Term Value
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Our exploration with respect to the intersection of student-

based learning and the built environment at Briarcliff Manor 

starts with a few questions to frame our approach….

What could be better?

What doesn’t work (so well)?

What works?
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21st Century Design Thoughts & Supporting Spatial Images

Samples of Relevant BBS “Aspect” Projects

Biophilic Design

Three Recent Examples of National Award-Winning New Schools

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)

(Vision) + (Teachers) + (Students) + (Building)

Current Todd Elementary School

Current Briarcliff Manor Middle School/ High School

Current Briarcliff Manor Middle School

Next Steps:  Part 2 Exploration

Chapter Two: Your Current School Space

Current Briarcliff Manor High School

Case Study: “Pockets of Inspiration” (Student-Based Learning)

Chapter Three: Next Steps

Chapter One: Context & Influences
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CHAPTER 1
Context & 

Influences
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global

analytic integrative

processors

people

concepts
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CHAPTER 1
pluralistic

singular
versus
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CHAPTER 1
share

teach
versus
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CHAPTER 1
gather

isolate
versus
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CHAPTER 1
free activity

limitation
versus
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CHAPTER 1
inspiration

isolation
versus
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CHAPTER 1
exploratory

predetermined
versus
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pluralism of

spatial opportunities

& experiences

pluralism of

learning opportunities

& experiences
the full

learning

experience+
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Collective

Consciousness

Communication

Potential

Isolation of

Technology

Speed & Pace

Ability to

Multi-Task

Social

Connections

Awareness

of Self

& Others

Comfort

Social

Skills

Capabilities

Ability to

Focus

Intellectual

Emotional

Social

Physical

Needs

Ownership

& Interest

Students
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Group Discussion

Pluralism and the

Full Learning Experience
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SECTION 1
Case Study:  “Pockets of Inspiration”

(Student-Based Learning)

A Process of Translating Concepts 

Into Physical Form
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Opportunities for Learning

Case Study:  Pockets of Inspiration:  Inside & Out

…the connection of a hallway and outdoor space for learning.

The following case study explores the relationship(s) of…

Learning Styles

Differentiated Instruction

Project-Based Learning

Biophilic Design

Building Systems & Utilities

Empathy & Student Connections

Creating Extraordinary Opportunities out of Practical Moments
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Group Discussion

Pockets of Inspiration
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SECTION 2
21st Century & Next Millennium Design

Converting Information into Motivation 

for Design & Planning
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Group Discussion

21st Century & Next Millennium Design
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SECTION 3
Samples of Relevant

BBS “Aspect” Projects

21st Century Renovation Projects

In Individual Spaces
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Garden City, NY

Homestead Primary School
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Scarsdale, NY

Greenacres Elementary School
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Scarsdale, NY

Greenacres Elementary School
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Scarsdale, NY

Greenacres Elementary School
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Rhodes Elementary School

Hempstead, NY
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Rhodes Elementary School

Hempstead, NY
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Rhodes Elementary School

Hempstead, NY
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Let All The Children Play

Eisenhower Park, Nassau County, NY
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Let All The Children Play

Eisenhower Park, Nassau County, NY
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Seaford, NY

St. William the Abbott School (K-8)

Existing
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Seaford, NY

St. William the Abbott School (K-8)
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Seaford, NY

St. William the Abbott School (K-8)
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ESBOCES Brookhaven Learning Center

Bellport, NY
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ESBOCES Brookhaven Learning Center

Bellport, NY
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ESBOCES Brookhaven Learning Center

Bellport, NY
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Catskill Middle School/ High School

Catskill, NY



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

Holy Trinity High School

Hicksville, NY
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Holy Trinity High School

Hicksville, NY
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Holy Trinity High School

Hicksville, NY
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Great Neck South High School

Great Neck, NY
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Great Neck South High School

Great Neck, NY https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3vMelMjkwM?feature=you.tu.be

‘The New SHS Library – Reveal Video’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3vMelMjkwM?feature=you.tu.be


02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

Great Neck South High School

Great Neck, NY
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Great Neck South High School

Great Neck, NY
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Herricks High School

New Hyde Park, NY
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New Hyde Park, NY
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Herricks High School

New Hyde Park, NY
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Herricks High School

New Hyde Park, NY



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

Group Discussion

Examples of Aspects of 21st Century

& Next Millennium Design
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SECTION 4
Biophilic Design

Examples from the Extreme

to the Easily Achievable
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Anticipation of returning 
to the space because it 
is comfortable and 
rewarding to be there.
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Group Discussion

Biophilic Design as an Influence
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SECTION 5
National Award-Winning New Schools

James D. MacConnell Award Winners

Published by

Association for Learning Environments

a4le.org
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a4le
Association for Learning Environments

2019 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Canyon View High School
Agua Fria Union High School District

Waddell, Arizona

DLR Group
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2019 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Canyon View High School

DLR Group
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2019 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Canyon View High School

DLR Group
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2019 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Canyon View High School

DLR Group



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical
a4le

2019 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Canyon View High School

DLR Group
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Canyon View High School

DLR Group



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

Group Discussion

Canyon View High School
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a4le
Association for Learning Environments

2019 James D. MacConnell Award Finalist

Pathfinder Kindergarten Center
Mukilteo School District

Everett, Washington

DLR Group
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2019 James D. MacConnell Award Finalist

Pathfinder Kindergarten Center

DLR Group



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical
a4le

2019 James D. MacConnell Award Finalist

Pathfinder Kindergarten Center

DLR Group
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Pathfinder Kindergarten Center
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Pathfinder Kindergarten Center
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Group Discussion

Pathfinder Kindergarten Center
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a4le
Association for Learning Environments

2014 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Trillium Creek Elementary School
West Linn-Wilsonville School District

West Linn, Oregon

Dull Olson Weekes – IBI Group
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2014 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Trillium Creek Primary School

Dull Olsen Weekes – IBI Group
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2014 James D. MacConnell Award Winner

Trillium Creek Primary School

Dull Olsen Weekes – IBI Group
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Group Discussion

Trillium Creek Elementary School
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SECTION 6
Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design

(CPTED)
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CPTED
Crime

Prevention

Through

Environmental

Design
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CPTED
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CPTED
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CPTED
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CPTED
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Additional Thoughts on Security & Safety

It’s better for students to not be concerned about their safety so that they can 

focus on learning, being in the moment and making connections.

Creating “fortresses” of schools can take away the emphasis from more 

common problems and may even prohibit the creation of more open 21st

century learning environments.  Create public & private zones instead, within 

a perimeter that can be opened or closed as necessary.

In addition to minimally required physical measures, it is critically important to 

maintain positive bonds between the community, students, well-being and 

emergency preparedness through policies, relationships, practices, early 

intervention, etc.

The design and arrangement of space with added positive visuals can 

reinforce the notion of mindfulness and wellness, (i.e. – biophilic design, etc.).
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Group Discussion

Crime Prevention Through

Environmental Design (CPTED)
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SECTION 7
Vision + Teachers + Students + Building
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It’s not about the building.
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Group Discussion

Vision + Teachers + Students + Building



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

CHAPTER 2
Your Current

School Space
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Todd Elementary School



02-04-20 Draft

Briarcliff Manor UFSD
Facilities Planning Committee

February 25, 2020 Part 1 long term value

extraordinarypractical

Todd Elementary Topics

Public & Private Zones

Indoor & Outdoor Learning

Learning Communities ( CR’s + )

Access to Main Assembly Space

Travel Distances & Sprawl
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Group Discussion

Current Todd Elementary School
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HS/MS Overview
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MS/HS Topics

Public & Private Zones

Compartmentalization Over Time

“Labyrinth-Like” Sense of Hallways

Access to Natural Light & View

Flexibility to Expand/Contract
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Group Discussion

Current Combined

Briarcliff Manor MS/HS
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Briarcliff Manor Middle School
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Middle School Topics

Public & Private Zones

Connection with High School

Learning Communities ( CR’s + )

Science Room Layouts

Positioning of Grade Levels
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Group Discussion

Current Briarcliff Manor Middle School
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Briarcliff Manor High School
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High School Topics

Public & Private Zones

Learning, Light & Schedule

Culture, Image, Space

& Maresca Center

Connections, Communities,

Adjacencies & Opportunities
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Group Discussion

Current Briarcliff Manor High School
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SECTION 12
Next Steps for Exploration

Part 2 Presentation
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CHAPTER 3
Next Steps for 

Exploration
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Next Steps for Exploration

Conceptual Idea Plans for Todd

Conceptual Idea Plans for the MS

Conceptual Idea Plans for the HS

Continued Exploration of Solutions

Discussion of End Goals &Timing
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BCS Report

Evaluating

Building

Systems

Spatial Design  

Supporting

Educational

Vision

Long Term Value
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Our exploration with respect to the intersection of student-

based learning and the built environment at Briarcliff Manor 

starts with a few questions to frame our approach….

What could be better?

What doesn’t work (so well)?

What works?
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Group Discussion

Next Steps for Exploration:

Part 2 Presentation
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21st Century Design Thoughts & Supporting Spatial Images

Samples of Relevant BBS “Aspect” Projects

Biophilic Design

Three Recent Examples of National Award-Winning New Schools

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)

(Vision) + (Teachers) + (Students) + (Building)

Current Todd Elementary School

Current Briarcliff Manor Middle School/ High School

Current Briarcliff Manor Middle School

Next Steps:  Part 2 Exploration

Chapter Two: Your Current School Space

Current Briarcliff Manor High School

Case Study: “Pockets of Inspiration” (Student-Based Learning)

Chapter Three: Next Steps

Chapter One: Context & Influences




